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Carmen: Agnes Baltsa (mezzo-soprano) / Don José: José Carreras (tenor)

Escamillo: José van Dam (bass-baritone) / Micaéla: Katia Ricciarelli (soprano)

Chceeurs de I'Opéra de Paris / Schoneberger Sdngerknaben / Berliner Philharmoniker /

Herbert von Karajan (conductor)
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Georges Bizet's Carmenis one of the most popular and widely performed operas
in the French repertoire. While it has become a household name, many of Bizet's
other works, including his piano and orchestral compositions, have largely been

forgotten.

Written in the style of opéra comique, the opera includes spoken dialogue
between musical numbers. Its subject matter, however, is far from light-
hearted, and Carmen remains one of the most striking examples of a tragic
opéra comique. Bizet died of a heart attack on 3 June 1875, shortly after the
opera’s premiere, and was unable to witness its later success.

This month’s recording features a distinguished cast, with mezzo-soprano Agnes
Baltsa as Carmen, tenor José Carreras as Don José, bass-baritone José van Dam
as Escamillo, and soprano Katia Ricciarelli as Micaéla, conducted by Herbert von
Karajan with the Chorus of the Paris Opera, Schéneberger Sédngerknaben and
the Berlin Philharmonic.
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This introduction was written by Alex Tam.
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