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Poppea: Sylvia McNair (soprano) / Ottavia: Anne Sofie von Otter (soprano)
Nerone: Dana Hanchard (soprano) / Ottone: Michael Chance (alto)
The English Baroque Soloists / John Eliot Gardiner (conductor)
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L’'incoronazione di Poppea R ARL BT B9 10 52 ) 150’

This Sunday, we travel back in time to mid-17t" century Italy to enjoy the final
operatic masterpiece of Claudio Monterverdi, L’incoronazione di Poppea. Written
when Monteverdi was already 75 years old, this unique opera is one of the most
interesting works of the period. Its theme concerns the power struggle in the
inner court of the ancient Roman Empire, between Poppaea, Emperor Nero's
mistress, and Octavia, his wife. The opera ends with the exile of Octavia, the
coronation of Poppaea as queen, and an idyllic celebration of the triumph of
love between Poppaea and the Emperor.

Monteverdi wrote this work for a very large cast of singers. Our recording
features soprano Sylvia McNair as Poppea, mezzo-soprano Anne Sophie
von Otter as Ottavia, soprano Dana Hanchard as Nerone, and a highly
competent team of solo singers sharing 28 other roles. An ensemble of
15 period instrumentalists supports the performance under the baton of
John Eliot Gardiner.
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