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Amelia: Maria Callas (soprano) / Riccardo: Giuseppe Di Stefano (tenor)
Renato: Tito Gobbi (baritone) / Ulrica: Fedora Barbieri (alto) / Oscar: Eugenia Ratti (soprano)
Coro e Orchestra del Teatro alla Scala, Milano / Antonino Votto (conductor)
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VERDI A4
Un ballo in maschera (BREmER) 150’

Giuseppe Verdi composed Un ballo in mascherain 1857, shortly after the
successful trio of works of his early creative maturity: Rigoletto, Il trovatore
and La traviata. The libretto by Antonio Somma is based on the assassination
of King Gustave Ill of Sweden in 1792 — a historical event which has been
much romanticised, with the introduction of a fictional love affair between the
monarch and the wife of his trusted friend and minister. This dramatic opera

is one of Verdi’'s most passionate works on the subject of pure, unselfish love
between a man and a woman.

Our recording boasts a magnificent cast — including soprano Maria Callas as
Amelia, tenor Giuseppe Di Stefano as Riccardo, and baritone Tito Gobbi as
Renato — supported by the Chorus and Orchestra of Teatro alla Scala in Milan,
conducted by Antonio Votto.
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