Prof. Lo King-man
R R R
PRESENTER E+¥

Programme in English
B

BEAERER
Web archive is available for 1year
FEHERRHE—FHLER

Programmes subject to change
without notice.
HEMBEER R BITEA

1 1{
l i SUN H
o / 2025

SUNDAY OPERA

Bt 57
2:00PM

Sir John Falstaff: Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau (baritone) / Mistress Quickly: Regina Resnik (alto)
Mistress Alice Ford: llva Ligabue (soprano) / Fenton: Juan Oncina (tenor)
Chor der Wiener Staatsoper / Wiener Philharmoniker / Leonard Bernstein (conductor)
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As the last opera of the great Giuseppe Verdi, Falstaffis the crowning jewel of his
long and illustrious career. For this masterpiece, Arrigo Boito — a brilliant intellectual
who was both a man of letters and a competent composer - constructed a

fine libretto featuring the flamboyant character Sir John Falstaff, a fat, genial

knight who appears in Shakespeare'’s Henry IV and The Merry Wives of Windsor.
Verdi immediately recognised the exceptional merits of Boito's text. The result

of this collaboration was a marvellous comic opera of profound humanity and
magnanimity with which the venerated composer, at the age of 80, bade farewell
to his creative life.

Sir John fancies two gentlewomen of the town of Windsor and decides to woo them
both at the same time. He writes identical love letters to the two ladies, which
prompt them to plot their revenge by subjecting him to a series of hilarious pranks,
ending with public humiliation in a farcical scene set in the Windsor Forest. The
opera concludes with a joyful fugue extolling reconciliation and forgiveness.

The title role, Sir John Falstaff, is interpreted by baritone Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau.
He is supported by soprano llva Ligabue in the role of Mistress Ford; mezzo-soprano
Hilde R6ssel-Majdan as Mistress Meg Page; mezzo-soprano Regina Resnik as
Mistress Quickly; and soprano Graziella Sciutti as Ford’s daughter Nannetta. The
Chor der Wiener Staatsoper and Wiener Philharmoniker perform under the baton of
Leonard Bernstein.
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