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Pelléas: Didier Henry (baritone) / Mélisande: Colette Allioit-Lugaz (soprano)
Golaud: Gilles Cachemaille (baritone) / Arkel: Pierre Thau (bass)

Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal / Charles Dutoit (conductor)
MAE:ZF) (BHE)/ EERE SFR-ERMK (XBEE)/ & FEE(BHS)
DeB ER(BES)/ XEANBERERLE [ HITE (358

DEBUSSY e ]
Pelléas et Mélisande (fm F1 2R B HE RE SR 1) 150’

In Maurice Maeterlinck’s play Pelléas et Mélisande, Claude Debussy found the
ideal material to construct the opera he had always wanted to compose. He took
eight years over the writing, from 1893 to 1901, and when it was completed the
management of the Paris Opéra-Comique was alarmed by the novelty of the
music and the dramatic structure as a whole. However, both the conductor and
director appreciated its qualities and ensured its production.

The premiere on 30 April 1902 was a disaster. The audience could not accept the
originality of Debussy’s new musical style and felt outraged; but conservatoire
students, influential critics, and young composers such as Ravel, Dukas and
Satie, supported it wholeheartedly. Hostility gradually died down and the work
was soon staged in Brussels, New York and London. By 1912, more than 150
performances had been given in Paris.

The plot depicts the illicit passion between the two titled characters in the
mysterious environment of an ancient castle. In this recording, the principal
roles are interpreted by tenor Didier Henry and soprano Colette Alliot-Lugaz.
The Chorus and Symphony Orchestra of Montreal participate under conductor
Charles Dutoit.

EAATERBEMENEE (MAGEEBERE) F - At —EBAFRRR LR ERE
Mo MIEE/NERBEFEE LR Z(F AR EREIMEFRYE IR B A0 1F 5B HY = 8440
BEEBERBEE -=EMEENSERHFRBIBERE > FIHLE SRR ES -

%‘

By

A > (MAEEISERE) £1902F 4830HMEE—RENM AR RE X EZRHA
FRBRSRENERMT ERFREEER SRBREBE s —REFA UEWHI B 1L =0

EREFSFHME IEFREEEM - LRSI NRAE HREEREER A
RBALE - EERABEI2FEEEREHIERIS0S -

WEELEE—ELENRE HETHRMNDESERBZIANT RZE BEEFNNLS
BnMRE-ERAUEENEE EEMEACSHNAOCERRFFHBEER - tFIELITE
ST BEARSFEXBLB R SBEEL -

This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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