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Rusalka: Milada Subrtovéa (soprano) / The Watersprite: Eduard Haken (bass)

The Prince: Ivo Zidek (tenor) /The Witch: Marie Ovéagikové (contralto)

Prague National Theatre Chorus and Orchestra / Zdené&k Chalabala (conductor)
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Rusalka

Premiered at the National Theatre in Prague in 1901, Antonin Dvorak’s Rusalka
has since become one of the most cherished operas in the Czech repertoire.

Of the composer’s ten operas, Rusalkais the only one which has achieved
consistent international recognition, and is frequently staged outside the Czech
Republic. Its ‘Song to the Moon’ remains one of the most famous soprano arias

in opera history.

Setin a mystical forest by a lake, the opera tells the story of a water nymph
named Rusalka, who falls in love with a prince. To be with him, she must give
up her voice and her immortality. The recording | have chosen is conducted by
Zdendk Chalabala, featuring Milada Subrtova as Rusalka, Eduard Haken as the

Watersprite, Ivo Zidek as the Prince, and Marie Ové&ad&ikova as the Witch.
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This introduction was written by Alex Tam.
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