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PRESENTER 243 Alfio: Rolando Panerai (baritone)

Coro e Orchestra del Teatro alla Scala, Milano / Tullio Serafin (conductor)
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without notice.
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Canio: Giuseppe di Stefano (tenor) / Nedda: Maria Callas (soprano) / Tonio: Tito Gobbi (baritone)
Coro e Orchestra del Teatro alla Scala, Milano / Tullio Serafin (conductor)

FERINERFW (BES) [ BE  FfH4k (XEF) / RER FiE (BH3)
SERTRAREEREGEE / ERZS (1518)

LEONCAVALLO MREEE 72’
Pagliacci (€59::D)

Pietro Mascagni was 27 years old when his one-act opera Cavalleria rusticana
won the Sonzogno competition. The work’s premiere in Rome in 1890 was a
sensational success. It brought the composer immediate international fame.
The action of this opera takes place in rural Sicily, and depicts the traditional act
of primitive justice resulting in killing for revenge. It is a terse, violent story of
illicit love, jealousy, and murder that provides ample opportunity for passionate
singing. The score is bursting with a spontaneous flow of attractive melodies

and a powerful, emotional expression.

Ruggiero Leoncavallo was trained at the Naples Conservatory. Nowadays,

his fame rests on a single realistic short opera, Pagliacci, which is a tightly
constructed work calculated to appeal to the popular taste. The plot, according
to the composer, was based on a real murder case. First performed in Milan

in 1892, Pagliacci was an instant hit across Italy, and soon seen as a favourite

companion piece to Mascagni’s Cavalleria rusticana throughout Europe.

Performing in this double-bill programme are tenor Giuseppe di Stefano and
soprano Maria Callas, who are joined by baritones Rolando Panerai (in Cavalleria
rusticana) and Tito Gobbi (in Pagliacci). The Chorus and Orchestra of the La Scala

Theatre in Milan are conducted by Tullio Serafin.
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