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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRAL WORKS

Joseph Haydn was among Europe’s most celebrated composers in

the late 18 century, serving for many years as Kapellmeister at the
Esterhazy court. With the support of Prince Nikolaus, he was free to
experiment with an orchestra of about twenty fine players. The results
were remarkable: symphonies marked by balance, vivid contrasts,
clear design, and graceful style. When Haydn was approaching his
60s, he accepted invitations to London, where he wrote 12 ‘London’
Symphonies - the pinnacle of his symphonic career. Our concert
programme includes the grand finale of No. 104, of which the folklike

theme launches the evening’s musical journey.

Fromm Haydn we move to the late 19t century, when Romanticism
reached its height. Many composers sought intense personal
expression and extra-musical narratives, sometimes loosening
traditional form and harmony. Others, however, remained devoted to
classical ideals. Johannes Brahms emerged as the leading figure of
this tradition: upholding the values passed down from Haydn and other
masters, he continued composing in abstract forms governed by strict

musical logic.

It seems only natural that Brahms would write a set of variations on

a theme believed to have been written by Haydn. Musicologist Carl
Ferdinand Pohl, a friend of Brahms, had brought to his attention a wind
piece then attributed to Haydn (modern scholarship now questions the
attribution). The second movement, known as 'St. Anthony’s Chorale’,
with its pastoral woodwind writing and two unusual five-bar phrases,
captivated Brahms. He used it as the theme for his Variations on a
Theme of Haydn, crafting eight imaginative variations and a chaconne

finale - a showcase of his mastery of variation technique.

Max Bruch, a contemporary of Brahms, was also a romantic
classicist. Among his many lyrical works for orchestra, chorus and
chamber ensembles, it is the Violin Concerto No. 1in G minor that
remains a staple of the concert repertoire. Its appeal is clear: a
soaring, impassioned first movement, a noble and introspective slow

movement, and a finale that concludes with brilliant violin fireworks.

The soloist for the concerto is Esther Yoo. A prize-winner at the
International Jean Sibelius Violin Competition and the Queen Elisabeth
Competition, she is one of today’s most sought-after violinists. Yoo
has served as a BBC New Generation Artist and Artist-in-Residence

of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The concert will be conducted
by Wilson Ng, a rising star on the international scene. He holds
conducting positions with the London Philharmonic, the Netherlands
Radio Philharmonic, and the Hankyung arte Philharmonic, and
previously served with the Seoul Philharmonic. His recent debut with
the Radio Filharmonisch Orkest at the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam

was highly acclaimed.
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PROGRAMME

Richard RODGERS (Alex TAM arr.)
You’ll Never Walk Alone

Rolf LOVLAND (Roger EMERSON arr.)
You Raise Me Up

Don BESIG
Flying Free*

The Hong Kong Children’s Choir
Corina Lin (piano)
*Hazel Tang Yu-sum (flute)

Ernest Hui (choral conductor)

HAYDN
Finale from Symphony No. 104 in D major,
Hob.I:104, 'London’

BRAHMS
Variations on a Theme of Joseph Haydn, Op. 56a

BRUCH
Violin Concerto No.1in G minor, Op. 26"

"Esther Yoo (violin)

City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong
Wilson Ng (conductor)
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